EXPLORING SOUTH
INDIAN CULTURE...
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Qbouth Sndian culture is celebrated through claborate dance ;‘omzs'
of Qbouth Shdiz - SBhartanatyam, Kuchipud; kel
Motimiattam and  -ukshagana.  SBharatanatyam is the
colebration of cternal universe through the celebration of the beauty of
the body.

Che dance form aspires to bring to b the philosophy o
d‘fagya:s’/wim,f ’é\nﬁkm b/lumm’gz cm:gm{'{ (Che @a@iﬁay/rp
world)

Chiis is dlaborated in the araimandi pasturs, wherein the performer
assumes & half sitting position with the knees turned sideways. Sn this
Sfundamental posture of the CBharatanatyam dance, the distance
between the head and the navel becomes cqual to that between the
earth and the navel

Qbimilarly, the distance between the outstretohed right arm to the
outstretohed leff arm becomes equad to the distance between the head
and mt/z;/’ﬂﬂz; thus representing Za’ Natyapurusha, the embodiment of
life and creation




DO nce ® India offers a number of classical Indian
. dance forms, each of which can be

S-l- ‘es N tfraced to different parts of the country.
y Classical and folk dance forms also

emerged from Indian traditions, epics

| N d |O and mythology.
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Classical dance in India has developed

a type of dance-drama that is a form of

a total theater. The dancer acts out a -
story almost  exclusively  through = - -
gestures. Each form represents the ’:
culture and ethos of a par’nculor region

or a group -
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in number




Origin of Indian dgjce

Dance in India comprises the varied styles of dances in the country.

As with other aspects of Indian Culture, different forms of dances
—— originated in different parts of India, developed according to the
local traditions and also imbibed elements from other parts of the
country.

In Hindu mythology, dance is believed to have been conceived by
1 Brahma.

Brahma inspired the sage Bharata Muni to write the Natya Shastra, X
a treatise on performing arts, from which a codified practice of
dance and drama emerged.

He used pathya (words) from the Rig Veda, abhinaya (gestures)
from the Yajurveda, geet (music) from the Samaveda and rasa
(emotions) from the Atharva veda to form the Natya veda (body of
knowledge about dance).




Folk dances and plays in India retain
significance rural areas as the expression of
the daily work and rituals of Vvillage
communities. These dances have their roots in
religious and seasonal festivals that have
become a background for such celebrations.
They are mostly performed in groups.

Sanskrit literature of medieval times
describes several forms of group dances such
as Hallisaka, Dand Rasaka and Charchari. The
Natya Shastra defines group dances of women
as a preliminary dance performed in prelude to
a drama.

Folk dances can be located according to the
regions of their origin. Every state has its own
folk dance forms like Garba, Ghoomar,
Bhangra , Giddha and Kalbelia etc...



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tutsa_Dancers_from_Changlang_District.jpg

Contemporary dance in India encompasses a
wide range of dance activities currently
performed in India. It includes choreography for
Indian Cinema, modern Indian ballet and
experiments with existing classical and folk
forms of dance by various artists.

Uday Shankar and Shobana Jeyasingh are
credited as the pioneers of modern Indian
dance Other well known proponents of modern
dance in India include Ram Gopal, Mrinalini
Nelge]elgle] and Chandralekha. Poet
Rabindranath Tagore developed a dance
genre popularly known as Rabindra Nritya
Natyo—dance-dramas composed by him.
These dance dramas and dances set on
Rabindra Sangeet are popular in Bengali
Culture.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dance_with_Rabindra_Sangeet_-_Kolkata_2011-11-05_6669.JPG

The best known of Hindu deities—Shiva, Kali and Krishna—are typically
represented dancing. Shiva's cosmic dance, tandava, Kali's dance of
creation and destruction and Krishna's dance with the gopikas (cowherd
girls)— Rasa Lilo—are popular motifs in Hindu mythology.

Warli cave Art

depicting men and - . f\n Orﬁ\hiO'O.gY(jind
women dancing Krishna dancing on @ rom Mohenja-daro

during a ritual. demon snake, portraying a dancing
according to a legend. woman.






